Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 
Richmond,  January  9,  1863. 

GENEEAL  ORDERS,  > 

No.  3.  I  . 

I-  The  attention  of  officers  is  called  to  tlie  34tli  article  of  Army  Regu- 
lations, and  especially  to  those  paragraphs  of  the  article  which  relate  to 
the  channel  of  military  correspondence.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  state  that 
nearly  one-third  of  the  correspondence,  i-eceivcd  at  the  War  Department 
and  at  this  oiiice,  from  officers  of  the  army  and  others  in  the  military  ser- 
vice, comes  directly  from  the  writers,  without  passing  through  the  pre- 
Bcrihed  channel. 

Therefoi-e,  all  indirect  communication  with  the  department  is  prohi- 
bited ;  and  where  it  is  attempted,  either  in  person  or  by  letter,  the  appli- 
cation will  be  referred  to  the  proper  military  commander  before  action  is 
taken  on  it,  and  instructions  will  at  the  same  time  be  given  to  bring  tho 
oifendcr  to  trial  for  violation  of  the  regulations  and  orders  respecting 
military  correspondence.  These  regulations  were  made  alter  long  expe- 
rience.  They  have  been  found  indispensable,  and  must  be  obserA^ed. 

II.  Not  only  are  all  papers  and  applications  to  be  forwarded  through 
the  regular  channels  of  communication,  but  the  officers  through  whom 
they  come,  and  who  are  generally  supposed  to  be  informed  on  the  merits 
of  the  case  presented,  are  required  to  express  their  opinions  thereon,  either 
in  approval  or  disapproval.  These  opinions  are  frequently  important  to 
the  department,  and  the  rule  which  prescribes  them  must  not  be  over- 
looked. 

By  order. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


